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Recommendations  
That the Cabinet Member considers the issues detailed in this report and agrees to:  
A) The undertaking of a statutory consultation and the creation of relevant TMOs to 

enable the issuing of trader parking permits in Merton.  
 
1 BACKGROUND 
1.1. As part of the Rediscover Mitcham Town Centre project Merton Council is 

proposing to introduce new permits to allow market traders to load and 
unload their stalls alongside the market area on the Fair Green. Specific 
trader bays have been included on Upper Green East as part of the street 
and landscape redesign of the Fair Green. It is intended that these bays will 
operate between 6am – 9am and 3pm – 6pm only. Outside of these times no 
loading or parking will be allowed in these bays which will operate as 
footway to increase useable pedestrian space whilst the market is in 
operation. 

1.2. A consultation was held in October 2014 where businesses and residents on 
and around the Fair Green were consulted on parking proposal for the new 
perimeter street on Upper Green East and West. The proposals for new 
trader permits were included as part of this consultation and no objections or 
comments were received about them.  

1.3. Before work started on the Fair Green (Rediscover Mitcham Phase 1) 
market traders parked on the pedestrianized area sometimes for long 
periods in a relatively disorganised manner. One of the aims of the 
Rediscover Mitcham project is to achieve a more formal and ordered market 
set up. The operation of the market trader bays and the permits needed to 
enforce them are an integral part of the redesign of the Fair Green. 
 
 
 



2 MARKET TRADERS PERMIT ISSUE CRITERIA: 
2.1. Only market traders in Merton can apply for a permit. Permits are vehicle 

specific and market traders will be permitted up to four different vehicles on 
each permit. However only one permit per trader can be used at any time. 
So even if a permit has four different vehicles registered on it only one of 
these vehicles will be allowed to load in the bays. 

2.2. If a permit is lost a new permit will be issued with a new permit number and 
the old permit number will be cancelled to prevent traders having duplicate 
permits. 

2.3. The permits will be issued for Mitcham Town Centre first and can then be 
made available in other parts of the borough if appropriate. 
 

3 MARKET TRADER PERMIT DETAILS 
3.1. Permits will be issued free of charge to market traders in Mitcham. If the 

permits are successful they can be rolled out to other parts of the borough 
where appropriate.  

3.2. The cost to traders for replacing a lost permit will be £10. 
3.3. The cost for amending existing permits will be £10 
3.4. Merton Parking Services will issue the permits. 
3.5. Merton Regulatory Services Partnership will provide the details of name, 

address and vehicle registrations to Parking Services to issue the permits. 
3.6. In Mitcham there are currently 13 registered market traders  
 
4 CURRENT PRACTICE 
4.1. There are currently no parking permits specifically for market traders 

available in the borough. In order to load market traders need to work within 
current parking restrictions.  

4.2. The need for market trader specific parking permits has arisen from the 
Rediscover Mitcham Town Centre regeneration project. Before work on the 
Phase 1 Fair Green started in January 2015 market traders parked their 
vans on the market square in an ad hoc fashion on what was technically a 
restricted pedestrian only zone. Whilst this was agreeable to the traders it 
made the town centre look disorganised and unattractive at times. The 
permits will allow market traders to load within specific times and at all other 
times the bays will operate as pedestrian space, thereby increasing the 
flexibility of the area and improving the open nature of the newly refurbished 
town centre. 

 
5 RECOMMENDATION 
5.1. It is recommended that the Cabinet Member approves the undertaking of the 

statutory consultation and the amendment to the TMOs (subject to outcome 
of the consultation) so as to allow for the provision of market trader parking 
permits. 



 
 
 
6 ISSUES 
6.1. The market trader bays are for use by traders  only during the permitted 

hours 6am – 9am and 3pm – 6pm. Outside of this time no parking or loading 
is permitted and the bays become pedestrian space. However during the 
permitted hours any vehicle will technically be allowed to load for 20 
minutes. This will not be advertised but savy drivers could be able to exploit 
this in particular for deliveries to the shops. This could mean that market 
traders may be denied access to parking bays when they need them. 

6.2. There are dedicated loading bays at the entrance to Upper Green East 
specifically for deliveries to the shops which combined with the 30 minute 
free parking bays should provide sufficient parking so that overspill into the 
market traders bays is not necessary. 

 
7 CONSULTATION 
7.3. A statutory consultation is required before the permits can be introduced. A 

public consultation was carried out in October 2014 and no objections to the 
proposal for market permits were received. 

7.4. The market trader permits would be introduced under Sections 6 and 46 of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and the Order making process would 
be carried out using the Local Authorities' Traffic Orders (Procedure) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996 (S.I. 1996/No. 2489) 

7.5. Regulation 7 of The Local Authorities' Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 1996 states… 
7.—(1) An order making authority shall, before making an order,— 
(a) publish at least once a notice (in these Regulations called a “notice of 
proposals”) containing the particulars specified in Parts I and II of Schedule 
1 in a newspaper circulating in the area in which any road or other place to 
which the order relates is situated; 
(b) in the case of an order under section 6 of the 1984 Act, publish a similar 
notice in the London Gazette; 

7.6. The above are a given, please note Para I (ii) and (iii) below. 
7.7. The Council will take such other steps as it may consider appropriate for 

ensuring that adequate publicity about the order is given to persons likely to 
be affected by its provisions and, without prejudice to the generality of this 
sub-paragraph, such other steps may include— 
(i) in the case of an order to which sub-paragraph (b) does not apply, 
publication of a notice in the London Gazette; 
(ii) the display of notices in roads or other places affected by the order; or 



(iii) the delivery of notices or letters to premises, or premises occupied by 
persons, appearing to the authority to be likely to be affected by any 
provision in the order. 

7.8. 6.5 A Notice of Proposal will to be published in a local newspaper and the 
London Gazette.  A minimum of 21 days for representation is required.  

 
8 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
8.1. The cost of advertising the Council’s intentions as described above would be 

approximately £500.  
 
9 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
9.1. Merton’s Highways team will organise the notice publication traffic orders. 

Internal fees estimated at approximately £500 will be paid for out of the 
Rediscover Mitcham project budget (Transport for London LIP Revenue 
allocation: H01077). 

9.2. Merton’s Regulatory Services Partnership will manage and administer the 
permit allocations. This will be absorbed into the departments business as 
usual staffing. 

9.3. Merton Parking Services will issue the permits at no internal cost on advice 
from Merton’s Regulatory Services Partnership. The resourcing for issuing 
the permits by Parking Services will be absorbed into the departments 
business as usual staffing. If the permits are rolled out and the volume of 
permits increases it may be necessary for Parking Services to charge an 
internal fee.  
 

10 HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUALITIES AND COMMUNITY COHENSION   
IMPLICATIONS 

10.1. The implementation of new permits will benefit market traders and the town 
centre as a whole with a more organised and consistent approach to 
loading.  

10.2. Bodies representing motorists, including commuters are included in the 
statutory consultation required for draft traffic management and similar 
orders published in the local paper and London Gazette. 
 

11 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATION 
11.1. N/A 

 
12 RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
12.1. The risk in not introducing the proposed new permits would be that market 

traders would not have a dedicated facility to load from their vehicles and 
would put pressure on the surrounding short term parking bays intended for 
visitors to the town centre. 



12.2. The risk of introducing the proposal could lead to dissatisfaction from some 
residents. This, however, can be minimised by the adhering to the strict 
criteria for the issuing of permits and issues can be addressed pending on 
the nature of complaint.      

 
 
 


